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AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2020

Friends of Brockenhurst

A Message from the President and the Chair

Hello everyone, we hope that you are all well and 
managing with the change in our lives at the moment.

We are all struggling to adapt to the new circumstances 
and the ever changing rules of what we can and can’t do. 
Family gatherings are on hold and older folk and teenage 
grandchildren are not an ideal mix at the moment.

FOB are trying to keep you up to date with what is going 
on in our neck of the woods and we hope that you enjoy 
this newsletter. Take heart that we are continuing to work 
for the good of the village.

Keep cheerful and carry on!

Best wishes to you all

Derek and Barbara

Due to another bumper crop of acorns the Pannage 
season has been extended until 21st December.

2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
As a result of COVID-19 restrictions, it has 
been agreed to postpone our Annual General 
Meeting normally held in November. Until 
we are able to hold an AGM, all Committee 
Members will be remain in office until the 
postponed meeting is convened.

President: Derek Browne, 622421
Chair: Barbara Ball, 622691 

Hon Secretary: Ross Mitchell, 622203
Treasurer: Tim Angel, 623187

Planning Secretary: Graham Baker, 623935
Minutes Secretary: Linda Hollins, 623797 

Additional Committee Members:
David Eley, 623197   Gerald Parker, 622574

Philip Butt, 624439   

The Society exists to protect, improve and develop 
the character and amenities of Brockenhurst and the 
surrounding forest area for the benefit of the residents 
of the village and of the wider community.

It shall concentrate especially, but not exclusively, on 
matters relating to planning, environment and the 
welfare of the community and will seek to influence local 
and other government bodies to advance its objectives.

In particular, it shall carry out regular and detailed 
reviews of all regional, structure and local plans, together 
with significant local planning applications, making 
representations as appropriate.

The Society also aims to invite speakers on matters of 
interest to its AGM and Spring meetings.
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FOB COMMITTEE

AIMS & OBJECTIVES



PLANNING REPORT

The last year has been a frustrating and depressing period 
to hold the planning portfolio for FoB.  The NFNPA have 
been occasionally inconsistent and have taken little notice 
of local opinion.  Even more depressing is the apparent 
lack of imagination and resolve.

This was demonstrated by the granting of a close boarded 
fence in Sway Road. This involved a (forgivable ) mistake, 
then a lack of knowledge, followed by application of 
the wrong standards and, finally, poor judgement in not 
choosing to correct the mistake when it was possible.  

Brockenhurst started with this -  

and ended up with this.

The granting of shop/café and short term lets at the 
Squirrels site with inadequate parking was particularly 
irksome. I appreciate local residents and the Parish 
Council sometimes take an overly parochial view, but 
on this occasion local knowledge was key. Firstly, with 
retail outlets fast shrinking nationally, I doubt one single 
resident thinks we need more shops and more short 
term lets. So, when an application arrives contrary to 
plan in respect of parking provision, and dozens of 
local residents emphasise this deficiency, what earthly 
reason is there to approve the application. Planning 
decisions are made by the head of planning at NFNPA. 
However, certain categories will be referred to a 
committee consisting of members of the NFNPA. The 
latter application was one such example.

Authorities have shown a lack of ambition in bigger issues.  
NFDC are to build 10,000 extra homes, many in the South 
Hampshire Green Belt. The National Planning Policy 
Framework demands at paragraph 138 that, when land 
is removed from the Green Belt, the Planning Authority 
should offset through complementary improvements 
to the environmental quality and accessibility of 
the remaining green belt land. What an wonderful 
opportunity to create a 100 hectare forest park, similar 
to Moors Valley, to relieve pressure on the New Forest. 
I can find no evidence any authority even discussed the 
idea.  

Last year, Natural England demanded that any new 
development in the area should be nutrient neutral. NE 
suggested that to compensate for the nutrient waste from 
new homes developers should contract nearby farmers 
to stop growing cereal and put  land to woods.  Another 
god-given opportunity to create Forest Parks not only 
to the south but also to the north in Test Valley district 
where another 10,000 homes are planned. Again, no 
such positive approach seems to have been considered 
by any authority. FoB will continue to press the NFNPA to 
aggressively seek ways that changes in circumstance can 
be used to advantage, rather than just defend the status 
quo.

HMG has issued another White Paper “Planning for the 
Future” further relaxing planning rules. These will not 
have a significant direct effect on Brockenhurst which is 
protected by National Park status and the environmental 
and flood restrictions around us. However, it will further 
increase the housing requirement in NFDC and Test 
Valley.

HCC, via Hampshire Highways, need to agree and 
fund any changes to our roads and footpaths including 
parking restrictions on those roads. It has proved 
difficult to follow their policy, logic and priorities and to 
establish how they interact with the local population and 
public authorities. The resurfacing of footpaths along 
Lyndhurst Road seemed an unnecessary expenditure at 
this time especially when lack of funds is quoted as a 
reason for not making worthwhile changes elsewhere.  



It  has not yet proved possible to get HH to  reinstate the 
grassed verges in The Rise and Waters Green.  Money 
was wasted preparing plans, now shelved, to reorganise 
the village car park. The plans would have yielded only 
two extra spaces to be used as charging points.  If tied 
in with NFDC’s programme of public toilet replacement, 
would not much more be achieved?

Parking pressure in the village increases.  Traffic is delayed, 
for instance at the entrance to Sway Road, pedestrians are 
forced into the road by pavement parking and residential 
streets are choked by cars of students, commuters and 
pub callers. A thorough review is required with the aim 
of increasing spaces and at the same time eliminating 
these nuisances.

There is a bright spot.  Brockenhurst Flood Action Group 
working with the Parish Council  have demonstrated to 
Hampshire Highways that if it embraces local knowledge 
and monitoring, then long term problems (flooding 
under railway bridges) can be solved AND money saved. 

COVID RAMIFICATIONS

I was discussing the recent situation vis a vis covid in the 
New Forest with my wife recently  -  or rather I was venting 
my spleen as she tried to read her autobiography of Zsa 
Zsa Gabor (quote  -  “I’m a marvellous housekeeper. 
Every time I leave a man, I keep his house”)

I reminisced how peaceful the forest had been in the 
early days of lockdown. Empty roads, birdsong and 
more animals to be seen. I even saw a deer very near 
to Brookley Road. Although I recognised the damage 
to business, there was something wondrous about the 
solitude albeit ephemeral.

As lockdown eased and the populace stretched its legs it 
seemed as though everyone and their aunty was flocking 
to the New Forest. Parking was appalling  -  particularly on 
verges where the National Park Authority say that it is a 

criminal offense to damage these habitats. Popular spots 
such as Hatchet Pond and Brockenhurst “beach” seemed 
to be inundated with trippers certainly damaging Hatchet 
Pond the wellbeing of which should be legally protected. 
Despite Forestry England forbidding the lighting of fires, 
including barbecues, such conflagrations were common 
giving Brockenhurst firefighters unneeded exercise. Litter 
became a problem.

I thought that I heard a wifely grunt and caught the merest 
frisson of iciness.

Undeterred I carried on. Similar reports, I said, were 
made of other other beauty spots. Indeed, the Dartmoor 
National Park authority banned camping in certain areas 
due to litter. What can be done about it  -  fining, birching, 
resurrecting the death sentence! Sure, more signs can be 
put up but signage should be discouraged in the New 
Forest. Policing is, obviously, difficult. So, we have to rely 
on the common sense of visitors……..aaaagh!

I was building myself up to a crescendo. What will happen 
to our lovely environment when the nearly 130,000 new 
dwellings may be built within 25km of the National Park 
over the years to 2036. An over 16% increase to the 
current housing stock. An estimated 11% increase in 
visitor numbers is predicted. What then?

Will we see ponies hiding behind trees, refuse tips on 
Wilverley Plain, discarded socks in the Lymington River? 
Thankfully we have bodies devoted to the preservation 
of areas such as the New Forest although fighting the 
battle becomes harder and harder as authorities seem 
to focus on the recreational aspect of the National Park 
rather than conservation.

At this point ‘er indoors passed me my packet of full tar 
cigarillos and bottle of Setley Ridge’s finest, grabbed her 
Z Z Gabor and left the room.



Travellers had lived in the Forest for some centuries 
before being mentioned locally. In 1622 an entry in the 
Towne Book of Limington states - Given to Egypians - 
two shillings.  In 1672, Eling Parish were obliged to pay 
£1.19.0d to Portsmouth when a company of Giptions 
(presumably residents of Eling) were jailed in that town.

In 1740, a gypsy named Willett built a hut in an area north 
of the Crown Lands that was owned by no man. He was 
soon joined by other men, both travellers and locals, who 
settled, married and the village of Nomansland was born.

In 1893 the Hampshire Field Club (hantsfieldclub.org.
uk) produced a paper estimating the Forest Traveller 
population at 60 families, 400 persons. They list 21 
regular camping grounds including New Park and Lady 
Cross near Brockenhurst.  Very few were “wealthy” van 
dwellers, and only a few had a pony and cart. Most were 
simply tent dwellers having a hand to mouth existence.  
Their occupations are listed as tinsmiths, umbrella 
menders, chair bottomers, peg, beehive and basket 
makers, chimney sweeps and rag and bone men.  In season 
flowers were gathered for sale in the towns. At harvest 
time they moved away and gained employment in farms 
and the hop fields of North Hampshire.  The Field Club 
state that farmers preferred gypsies to local casual labour 
as they were reliable, hard working and always civil.

The tents were bender tents with a hazel or ash frame.  
A typical tent is described when a charge of nuisance 
was brought against a gypsy in 1908  who was resident 
in Highcliffe. The tent was eighteen foot long, eight 
foot wide and four foot high. In the middle there was 
an umbrella-covered hole in the roof to let out smoke.  
There were two beds in it with a fire in between. At one 
side were four girls aged 21 to 11 and on the other 3 
boys aged 18 to 13. The parents sleep in a van with the 
baby and the (uncounted) younger children.

The gypsies were not big poachers and had a live 
and let live relationship with the New Forest keepers; 
indeed throughout the centuries relationships with the 
local populous seem to be harmonious. Gypsies were 
considered a separate but indigenous group and early 
travel guides to the New Forest devoted them significant 
space.

There were efforts from Victorian times first by individual 
parsons and then the Salvation and Church Armies to 
spread the message to the Traveller community.  Efforts 
centred on the basics of baptism, funeral and especially 
the marrying of common law couples.  But there was no 
attempt to change their nomadic way of live.

NEW FOREST GYPSIES
Gradually the New Forest gypsy population became 
perceived as a “problem” by outsiders and at the 
beginning of the twentieth century efforts started to 
integrate them into mainstream society. The New Forest 
Good Samaritan Charity aimed at providing local poor 
with decent housing and was successful in housing some 
gypsy families without seriously affecting total numbers.

There was discussion of the gypsies of the New Forest at 
the House of Commons Select Committee on Commons 
in 1913 which revealed an antipathy towards travellers 
from the Deputy Surveyor and some local estate owners.  
It seems it was not shared by the general populous and 
the Deputy Surveyor complained that efforts to manage 
the situation were frustrated by among others local 
magistrates who were accused of often having a soft 
corner in their hearts for the gypsies.

The voices of those complaining that the traveller 
community was a nuisance grew and they were 
inadvertently aided by those who genuinely wanted to 
improve the gypsies’ lot.  In 1926 the Forestry Commission 
decided centuries old system of allowing gypsy families 
to camp anywhere subject to being periodically moved 
on had to stop. The families were rounded up and, 
(I choose the word carefully), concentrated into the 
compounds.  The compound local to Brockenhurst was at 
10 crossing gate, Latchmoor.

As many problems were created as solved.  While the 
Forest was able to absorb the detritus of a few days stay 
by a single family, it was overwhelmed in the areas of the 
compounds. Also some local people, previously happy 
to engage with the odd Traveller, now found themselves 
with a permanent new community on their doorstep.  
But over time the long term affinity of cottagers and 
keepers towards the gypsies prevailed - the one kept 
his head down and the other turned a blind eye and the 
compounds, with bender tents starting to give way to 
shacks, became the winter bases from which the travellers 
could make excursions.



The advent of the Second World War ended this laissez 
faire approach and rules were necessarily enforced to 
the letter in a Forest used for military exercise and rapidly 
filling with troops preparing for D-Day. At the time the 
compound inhabitants were reported as numbering 451 
with the biggest camps at Thorney Hill and Shave Green 
near Minstead.

Peace brought a Labour government and a determination 
to improve the lot of the common man especially 
regarding housing. A 1947 Forestry Commission 
(FC) report on modernising the New Forest roundly 
condemned the compounds describing conditions as 
hardly reaching the standard of the stone age. The FC 
accepted concentrating the gypsies into compounds had 
not improved sanitation arrangement, had soured the 
land and had caused problems with neighbours and in 
local schools; they concluded the continued existence of 
the compounds was intolerable. Little action was taken  
however, as FC refused to go back to the pre-compound 
arrangements and refused to allow Forest land to be 
used for new managed camps. Following a ministerial 
visit in 1951 it became clear the will existed to close the 
compounds and rehouse their inhabitants. Efforts were 
made with some success to encourage younger travellers 
to move into the ex-military camps located in the Forest 
as a stepping stone to council houses and by 1961 the 
populations of the compounds had declined markedly.  
In 1963 the last family, Maurice and Mabel Cooper, were 
rehoused in Bartley.

 

Despite their dispersal around the Forest villages and 
the ending of their centuries old travelling tradition, 
the New Forest Gypsy community remains a close knit 
and important part of the heritage and traditions of the 
New Forest. At least twice a year there are major drives 
through the Forest. The most-recent comprised over 100 
carriages and ended with well supervised and orderly 
frolics at Brockenhurst beach.

In May each year the Traveller community gathers at 
Wickham, near Fareham, for England’s biggest and oldest 
horse fair, dating from the 13th century.

A video of life in the compounds can be found on YouTube at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aaj98NAo8Tc&t=7s 
and Len Smith’s Romany Nevi-Wesh is well worth a read 
although copies are rare and expensive.

 

email: info@friendsofbrockenhurst.org.uk
www.friendsofbrockenhurst.org.uk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aaj98NAo8Tc&t=7s 

