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A message from the Chair,
It is with great pleasure that we welcome you to our autumn newsletter.

We have all experienced eighteen months of chaos and worry but 
there is comfort in living in a beautiful part of the country. Hopefully 
everyone has avoided the pandemic, or not had too serious a case of 
the Covid infection.

Your Committee has been working behind the scenes on your behalf 
to keep our village a welcoming and friendly place. We have also 
introduced a new look to our presentations including a new logo. We 
hope that you like this update.

We continue to support local organisations and this year have helped 
Brockenhurst Primary School, Greener Brockenhurst and the Gateway 
Club.

This is my last message to you as the Chair of Friends of Brockenhurst, 
as I am retiring from the post at the AGM in November.  I have enjoyed 
my term but feel that a turnover of committee members is essential to 
keep new ideas and enthusiasm coming in.

Thank you for all your support.

Barbara Ball

ANNUAL GENERAL  MEETING 
Wednesday 17th November 2021 

Main Hall, Village Hall, Brockenhurst

Drinks & Nibbles from 7.00pm 
Meeting starts at 7.30pm 

Guest Speakers will be presenting
“A Vision for Brookley Road”

PLANNING
This note contrasts the National and Brockenhurst situation.

In planning terms it has been six months of turmoil nationally.
In Autumn 2020 the Government issued a white paper on yet another bill 
designed to correct the perceived inefficiency of the planning system.  The 
bill would impose a housing quota on each local planning authority (LPA). 
Central Government would assume planning authority for some zones 
within each area  and it would again increase works not requiring planning 
permission. To arrive at the imposed number a formula was devised  based 
on existing house numbers, affordability ratios and predictions of local 
population growth. The highest number from combinations of those 
variables was given to the LPA. It did not go unnoticed that such a formula 
would concentrate housebuilding where it produced expensive rather than 
needed homes, did the opposite to “levelling up”, failed to tackle the chronic 
shortage of genuinely affordable housing and swung numbers away from 
urban regeneration areas and towards rural greenfield areas. The residents 
of Chesham and Amersham certainly noticed and in June this year the 
traditionally Conservative area elected a Liberal MP. It is believed that this 
has caused the Government to fiddle around with it’s formula but the bill 
is still expected to go before parliament largely unchanged later this year.

The bill is unambitious in dealing with climate change, proposing 75-80% 
reduction in carbon emissions from new homes by 2050, while it is quite 
feasible to aim for a net 100%.

Then there is the fact that planning permission exists for 1.1 million dwellings 
that have yet to be built. A situation that means the building industry 
determines where, when and what houses are built.  It builds homes that 
prioritise profit rather than public need. In FoB’s view the current bill will 
accentuate this effect and it was for this reason FoB took the unusual step 
of responding last year to the national consultation. FoB intends to write 
urging our MP to oppose the bill when it comes before Parliament - but 
your views are sought.

It has been a year of little activity and controversy in Brockenhurst.
Will the bill affect us locally? Well, not really. There may be some limited 
works where planning permission is no longer required and, in the absence 
of recreational management in the New Forest, more visitors may descend 
on us from neighbouring areas. But we will be exempted from most of the 
changes not only by our National Park status, but by the environmental 
value of the surrounding New Forest Special Protection Area (SPA) and 
the neighbouring Solent and Southampton Water SPA into which our waste 
water drains. The recent tightening of regulations concerning nitrate runoff 
into the Solent SPA has not only drastically slowed the development of new 
homes in the National Park but has already generated one new large area 
for countryside recreation west of Romsey. FoB is working with the New 
Forest Association to promote more such areas.

On the other hand the bill will do nothing to solve the chronic shortage 
of affordable homes in Brockenhurst. It’s wrong that the children of the 
Village must move away to find themselves a home and each of us should do 
what we can to help. There is a scheme - Community Land Trusts. Is anyone 
interested in discussing the formation of a Brockenhurst Community Land 
Trust to investigate constructing affordable homes in the village?

I look forward to hearing your views, questions, and hopes at the AGM.

FOB  PRESIDENT
Following the sad passing of Derek Browne, we need to elect a new 
President. Your Committee propose that Rachel Smith be elected 
President at the Annual General Meeting. We present a brief introduction: 

Rachel Smith (Lady Cable)  
Rachel was born in Tanzania, youngest of five 
children of a colonial civil servant, and was educated 
at Mbeya School and Cheltenham Ladies College 
before going to Cambridge, where she graduated 
with a Social Anthropology degree in 1966.

She worked as a teacher and then as a translator 
while her children were young and managed a small 
livestock farm in the New Forest for 35 years. 

Rachel was a parish councillor for 12 years, serving as Chairman of 
Brockenhurst Parish Council from 1988-91. 

She worked in various capacities developing rural affordable housing and 
latterly chaired New Forest Villages Housing Association until 2018 and 
was a Trustee of SPEAR, the Twickenham-based single homeless charity 
from 2016-2020. She is currently joint President of Arts Richmond 
together with her husband.

Her husband, Vince Cable, was knighted in 2015 and is now a full-time author 
and commentator. They now divide their time between Brockenhurst and 
Twickenham and do a lot of walking and cycling in both places. Her hobbies 
include painting and textile art.

POLICE & NEIGHBOURHOOD  MATTERS
We are extremely fortunate to live in a low crime area. However, that does 
not mean crime does not take place in Brockenhurst. We all need to take 
precautions and beware of targets by criminals. Over the past few months, 
a series of bicycle thefts have taken place, garden sheds and garages have 
been broken into and items stolen. Make sure when leaving your bicycle it is 
securely locked and keep all sheds and garages secure. 

Recently two E-Bikes have been stolen from garages in Brockenhurst and 
a theft has been reported from a car parked 
by the roadside.

Telephone scams are always on the increase, 
so beware of any unsolicited calls you 
receive.

If you receive a call from someone purporting 
to be from your Bank and you are suspicious, 
you can now use a new service and before 
you divulge any information, hang up and 
dial 159 and follow the instructions and you 
will be put through to your Bank safely.

Remember, if a crime is taking place or you 
are in danger dial 999 or if it is to report an 
incident that has happened dial 101. 
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FriendsofBrockenhurst
We are now on Facebook. Please Like & Follow.



OUR VILLAGE  -  THE  FUTURE
Our Autumn meeting will feature four speakers who will give their own 
view on the future of our village particularly Brookley Road. 

Denis Dooley, Chair of Brockenhurst Business Association, Camilla Pearse, 
Chair of Greener Brockenhurst, Roger Crabtree, Managing Director of 
FWDesign at The Design Hub, and our own planning officer, Graham Baker. 
We also hope to have representation from 
Hampshire County Council.

The Covid bug led to a number of initiatives 
for Brookley Road. Firstly, a one-way system 
was introduced. This failed, as my grandson 
foresaw, because after heavy rain the 
watersplash floods and, for smaller vehicles, is 
impassable.

This was followed by unprepossessing 
(temporary) cycle racks, the biggest of which 
found itself outside Tesco. 

Next came a Hampshire County Council 
initiative to “improve” these cycle racks and 
widen pavements also on a temporary basis. 
This was preceded by a feedback survey to 
garner people’s views. On the whole the 
responses reinforced Hampshire CC’s idea to 
“improve”. Obviously, the answers to surveys depend upon the questions.

Finally, the Parish Council announced a survey on the village as a whole 
with wide ranging questions giving respondents the opportunity to vent 
their spleen.

Your Committee has been quietly simmering at all this. We looked back at 
what we regarded as work unnecessarily undertaken such as the path over 
Waters Green, the renovation of the pavements on the A337 and the re-
designation of the Brookley Road car park. In our opinion none of this was 
of primary importance to villagers and we were certainly not consulted.

We also felt that the cycle racks are in the wrong position. The entrance 
to the car park seems to us to be the obvious position. Far more space 
and unobtrusive. We dismiss the argument that cyclists need to see their 
steeds’  -  bit like saying that I need to see my Chelsea Tractor wherever 
I go! However, it is true that cycle robberies dramatically increased this 
summer but decreased equally dramatically once a warden, partly funded 
by FOB, was employed.

COMMITTEE
Chair: Barbara Ball 

Hon Secretary: Ross Mitchell
Treasurer: Tim Angel

Planning Secretary: Graham Baker

Additional Committee Members:
David Eley   Gerald Parker   Philip Butt

Contact number:  01590 623197   

AIMS & OBJECTIVES
The Society exists to protect, improve and develop the character and 
amenities of Brockenhurst and the surrounding forest area for the 
benefit of the residents of the village and of the wider community.

It shall concentrate especially, but not exclusively, on matters relating 
to planning, environment and the welfare of the community and will 
seek to influence local and other government bodies to advance its 
objectives.

In particular, it shall carry out regular and detailed reviews of all regional, 
structure and local plans, together with significant local planning 
applications, making representations as appropriate.

The Society also aims to invite speakers on matters of interest to its 
AGM and Spring meetings.
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GET INVOVLED...
Friends of Brockenhurst are currently looking  
for new committee members. Can you help?

The Committee meet once a month to discuss 
Brockenhurst - keeping it safe, keeping it special  

& keeping its heritage.
We would welcome fresh new ideas.

Please get in touch.

However, enough negativity. Your Committee saw the need for a 
serious long-term plan for the village and, specifically, Brookley Road 
- ‘The Heart of the Village’. We produced a discussion paper early this 
year giving examples of possible choices including a wider pavement, 
pedestrianisation and a pavement free road with planters.

Our aim was to join with some of the 
other village organisations in order 
to work on a sustainable long-term 
vision. This was achieved in August 
when a working party was formed 
with members of your committee 
alongside representatives from 
the Parish Council, Brockenhurst 
Business Association, Greener 
Brockenhurst and NFDC. We 
intend to work together to see if 
we can all agree on a long-term 
vision for the future.

Our speakers have been invited 
to give their visions on Brookley 
Road to give those in attendance 
thoughts for the future.
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NEW FOREST HUB APP
FOB is happy to put it’s name to the New Forest Hub App. 
This App, which is free to download, is designed with a 
bespoke map of the New Forest. It uses the latest digital 
technolgy to give the user a safe, seamless experience.

The map offers the user the opportunity to 
discover and explore the New Forest, including 
information on the various local businesses. The 
user will be able to navigate the area and find 
routes and places within the National Park. A 
GPS overlay also offers the ability to track routes 
whether on foot, bike, in a car or even on public 
transport. 

The New Forest Hub App, which we repeat is 
free to download, is currently available on both 
iOS and Android smart phones.

www.newforesthub.com
Design by www.bronze-design.com


